
1st Quarter 2025 

Ohio Journal of 

Health 
Environmental  

Official Publication of the Ohio Environmental Health Association www.ohioeha.org 
www.facebook.com/ohioeha  
www.twitter.com/OhioEHA  



Ohio Journal of Environmental Health 1st Quarter 2025 

 

2 

The object and purpose of the Association shall be the betterment of the health and welfare of mankind through the improvement 

of the environment. This shall be done by sponsoring state and regional meetings and publications, by developing methods of 

measuring and evaluating achievements in environmental health, the establishment of a central point of reference and education 

material for the membership, the procurement of cooperation with other agencies and organizations, and such other activities as 

will lead to the greater efficiency and professional growth of the membership. 
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President’s Message 
Courtney Myers, MPH, REHS 
Stark County Health Department 

Dear OEHA Members, 

 

 I hope this message 

finds you well and enjoying 

the early signs of spring. 

This is a particularly busy 

time for the Ohio 

Environmental Health 

Association (OEHA), as we 

have begun the 136th 

General Assembly and Ohio’s biennial budget 

process. I want to provide you with an 

important update on key legislative 

developments and initiatives that may impact 

environmental health in Ohio. The OEHA 

Board, in collaboration with Hicks Partners, is 

actively navigating this shifting landscape as 

new developments occur.  

 

Solid Waste Proponent Testimony:  

House Bill 96 

 

 Earlier this month, I had the privilege of 

providing proponent testimony on behalf of 

OEHA regarding HB 96 Ohio’s Biennial 

Operating Budget. Within the proposed budget 

OEPA included changes to solid waste funding. 

In Ohio, 65 local health departments partner 

with Ohio EPA by playing a vital role in the 

regulation of solid and infectious waste, and 

construction and demolition debris (C&DD) 

programs.  

 Currently, the funding for Solid Waste 

Programs is limited, with local health 

departments relying on a small percentage of 

facility license fees and unreliable grant 

funding from their respective solid waste 

management districts. HB 96 proposes to 

address this issue by reallocating fees to local 

health departments. Specifically, OPEA's 

proposed language would do away with the 

$1.60 per ton C&DD fee at Municipal Solid 

Waste Landfills, although this rate would still 

apply at C&DD landfills.  Of the tipping fees 

paid at Municipal Solid Waste Landfills $0.45 

per ton would be allocated to local health 

departments. If passed this would create a 

sustainable funding model for Solid Waste 

Programs. OEHA is strongly in favor of the 

“As Introduced” version of this legislation, as it 

establishes a reliable funding stream for 

maintaining this crucial program. 

 

Microenterprise Home Kitchen Operations: 

House Bill 134 

  

 House Bill 134, introduced by 

Representatives Gross and Humphrey, seeks to 

establish a new pathway for individuals to 

prepare and sell food from their homes, known 

as Microenterprise Home Kitchen Operations. 

OEHA’s Food Committee, led by Chair Scott 

Whittaker, is currently reviewing the proposed 

Bill and will make recommendations to the 

Board. We will continue to monitor this Bill 

closely. 

 

REHS Occupational Credential:  

House Bill 59 

 

 As mentioned in the previous Journal, 

the Registered Environmental Health Specialist 

(REHS) credential is undergoing a review as 

part of the General Assembly’s Occupational 

License Review. Last fall, OEHA established 

an Ad-Hoc Committee on Occupational 

Credential Review, supported by Tony Brigano 

and Lauren Strope at Hicks Partners, to prepare  
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for potential legislative changes. 

 As expected, Representatives Fowler 

Arthur and Hiner have introduced a placeholder 

House Bill 59. This bill aims to revise and 

streamline occupational regulations to better 

accommodate Ohio’s workforce. OEHA’s 

workgroup, having spent the past several 

months preparing, has developed proposed 

language to ensure the integrity of the REHS 

credential, while also strengthening the 

environmental health workforce across the 

state. We will continue to work with our 

legislative partners throughout the legislative 

process and will provide you updates along the 

way.  

 

Annual Education Conference (AEC) 

 

 The OEHA Annual Education 

Conference (AEC) is fast approaching! Mark 

your calendars for April 10 & 11, 2025, at the 

Columbus Marriott Northwest. OEHA Vice 

President Emily Tyler, Vice President-Elect 

Alyssa Suto and their team have been working 

tirelessly to craft an exceptional conference. 

This event is a fantastic opportunity to earn 

CEUs, network with colleagues, and deepen 

your engagement with the organization. 

 In addition to the main conference 

sessions, we are offering pre-conference events, 

including a fun outing at Combat Ops and an  
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evening of socializing with food and drinks in 

the hotel lobby on Wednesday. You can 

register for the conference and view additional  

details at ohioeha.org. 

 

Why OEHA Membership Matters 

 

 Your membership in OEHA plays a 

critical role in supporting the ongoing efforts to 

advance environmental health in Ohio. As a 

member, you gain a voice in legislative 

advocacy, with access to critical updates on 

proposed bills and a seat at the table in shaping 

policy decisions that affect our profession. 

 Beyond legislative efforts, OEHA 

membership offers valuable opportunities for 

networking, professional development, and 

leadership growth. Whether at the district or 

state level, membership demonstrates your 

commitment to environmental health and 

provides you with avenues to develop as a 

leader in the field.  

 I encourage you to share the importance 

of OEHA membership with your coworkers, in 

particular those newer in their careers. Share 

what OEHA has done for your career and the 

field of environmental health.  

 

Thank You Members 

 

 Thank you again for your continued 

support of OEHA. Your membership is the 

foundation of our success. OEHA remains 

committed to advancing environmental health 

for our members and the communities we 

serve.  

 

 

 

I look forward to seeing you at AEC! 

 

In Service, 

Courtney Myers, MPH, REHS 

President, OEHA 



Ohio Journal of Environmental Health 1st Quarter 2025 

 

7 



Ohio Journal of Environmental Health 1st Quarter 2025 

 

8 

 Greetings, fellow 

environmental health 

professionals! 

 It is an honor to 

serve you as the 2025-2026 

Northwest District Director 

for the Ohio Environmental 

Health Association 

(OHEA). My name is Van 

Creasap, and I’m thrilled to introduce myself to 

all of you. 

 I hail from Waldo, Ohio, where I not 

only work in public health, but also own and 

operate a small vineyard winery that my 

grandfather began operating commercially in 

1984. It’s a family business that I’m incredibly 

proud of, and it’s one of the many ways I stay 

connected to my roots. 

 I first began my journey in public health 

as an intern collecting mosquitoes, and I 

quickly fell in love with the field while 

watching my talented coworkers practice their 

craft. The impact that environmental health 

professionals have on communities is inspiring, 

and I knew right away that this was the career 

for me. 

 As your new district director, I’m 

committed to supporting and advocating for all 

of you. I’m excited to collaborate with such a 

passionate and 

dedicated group of 

professionals. Let’s 

continue to work 

together to make our 

communities safer, 

healthier, and more 

sustainable. 

 Please join us 

for the Northwest Fall Educational Conference. 

The conference will be held on October 9-10, 

2025 at Kalahari Resorts in Sandusky. Visit our 

page on the OEHA website for updates 

regarding registration, agenda, and more. Our 

planning committee is working hard to bring 

you a wide range of topics and dynamic 

speakers! 

 Don’t hesitate to reach out to me with 

any questions, ideas, or thoughts on how we 

can make the Northwest District even better. 

Looking forward to an exciting and productive 

year ahead! 

 

 

Warm regards, Van Creasap, MPH, REHS 

Northwest District Director Ohio 

Environmental Health Association 

vcreasap@marionpublichealth.org 

Featured District Director’s 
Message: Northwest 

Van Creasap MPH, REHS  
Marion Public Health 
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 Lauren Strope’s 

academic and 

professional background 

reflects a strong 

foundation in public 

policy and government 

affairs. She earned a 

Master’s degree in 

Political Science with a 

specialization in policy analysis and a 

Bachelor’s degree in Public Administration 

from Miami University. Her education, 

combined with diverse professional 

experiences, has positioned her as a dedicated 

and knowledgeable advocate in government 

relations. 

 Lauren’s academic pursuits included 

volunteering at the Refugee Center in 

Luxembourg, providing her with a broader 

perspective on global policy challenges. In the 

United States, she worked closely with local 

government entities such as the Fairfield 

County Commissioners and the Regional 

Planning and Building Department, where she 

applied her expertise to administrative and 

planning initiatives. 

 She further developed her policy 

expertise through a fellowship focused on 

pretrial justice policy in Cincinnati and 

Washington, D.C., gaining valuable insight into 

the legal and legislative aspects of the criminal 

justice system. Her career then transitioned into 

political campaign management, where she led 

a county-wide campaign effort. Following this, 

Lauren served as a legislative assistant at the 

Ohio House of Representatives, where she 

managed constituent communications and 

legislative affairs. 

 Today, Lauren applies her experience in 

government relations and association 

management at Hicks Partners, where she 

continues to support clients in navigating 

complex policy and legislative matters. Her 

dedication to public service and her deep 

understanding of government processes make 

her a valuable asset in the field. 

Introducing OEHA’s new 
Administrative Aide 

Lauren Strope: Manager, Government 
Relations & Association Management 
Hicks Partners, LLC  
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 For as long as the Ohio Journal of 

Environmental Health has existed the 

Publications Committee has been asking for 

participation from you, our members.  As the 

74th volume of the Journal begins, the 

Publications Committee again asks for your 

help making the Journal the best it can be.   

 The Journal flourishes when it is telling 

your story.  Perhaps that story is how you took 

a unique approach to address that persistent 

public health nuisance.  Per chance that story 

tells of how you leveraged data to reduce 

pollution into your streams or waterways.  

Maybe that story involves a new teaching 

technique in the field that resonates with 

operators.  It could even be that you have a 

program that few other local health districts 

operate and they would be interested in 

learning more about.    

 Articles take time to write and we are 

all busy so the hardship is understood.  

However, in addition to sharing with your 

colleagues you stand to be published.  Once 

published you also become eligible to win the 

prestigious annual OEHA publications award 

for your efforts to promote the great work you 

and your agency does.  Unfortunately, in 2024 

no article was submitted that met criteria to win 

the publications award; next year we want you 

to win!    

 Whatever your story is, it will surely 

help us all grow.  And, the growth that comes 

from sharing with each other will strengthen 

our combined effectiveness to obtain the 

objective of OEHA, aiming for the betterment 

of the health and welfare of humankind through 

the practice of Environmental Public Health.   

Call for Articles 
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2025 Annual Educational Conference 
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2025 Annual Educational Conference 
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Open Positions (With an opening of  03/20/25. For current 

listing click here) 
 

• Public Health Nurse                                                                         

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Medical Billing & Credentialing Specialist                         

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Vector Control Technician                                              

Hancock Public Health 

• Disease Intervention Specialist                                        

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Supervisor, Epidemiology                                               

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Mosquito Control (seasonal)                                   

Richland Public Health 

• Environmental Health Intern                                       

Summit County Public Health 

• REHS/EHST                                                                 

Van Wert County Health Department 

• Mosquito Control Technician                                                                     

Ross County Health District 

• REHS/EHST                                                              

Richland Public Health 

• REHS/EHST                                                                       

Erie County Health Department 

• Environmental Health Intern                                       

Delaware Public Health District 

• Environmental Health Director                                      

Preble County Public Health  

• Grant Supervisor                                                                         

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Supervisor, Public Health Nurse                                                                         

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Public Health Nurse                                                                         

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• Program Manager                                                           

Delaware Public Health District 

• Plumbing Inspector                                                         

Union County Health Department 

• Environmental Health Internship                                    

Kent City Health Department 

• Public Health Nurse II                                             

Ross County Health District 

• EH Summer Intern                                                 

Fairfield County Health Department 

• Chief Plumbing Inspector                                        

Miami County Public Health 

• Environmental Compliance Manager                                   

The Ohio State University 

• REHS/EHST                                                         

Holmes County General Health District 

• REHS/EHST                                                           

Brown County Health Department 

• Public Health Nurse                                                 

Mahoning County Board of Health 

• REHS/EHST                                                                     

Wayne County Health Department 

• WIC Health Professional                                           

Mahoning County Board of Health 

• Licensed Practical Nurse                                                                         

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

• REHS/EHST                                                               

Lorain County Public Health 

 

Educational Opportunities 

• OEHA AEC - April 10-11, 2025; 

Columbus, Ohio 

• Ohio Public Health Conference - April 28-

30, 2025; Lewis Center, Ohio 

• AOHC Health Commissioner University - 

May 20-22, 2025; Dublin, Ohio 

• New Employee Training - July 8, 2025; 

Delaware, Ohio 

• 2025 AOHC Fall Conference - September 

22-24, 2025; Dublin, Ohio 

• Finance for Health Departments - October 

15, 2025; Dublin, Ohio 

• LEHDS - October 15-16, 2025; Dublin, 

Ohio 

 
Announcements 

Have a grant, educational opportunity, 

move,  promotion, or other announcement 

you would like to share?  Please email a 

member of the publications committee. 

http://www.ohioeha.org/aws/OEHA/pt/sp/careers
http://www.ohioeha.org/aws/OEHA/pt/sp/careers
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Body Art 

Sarah Badenhop, REHS 

Columbus Public Health 
 

Campground 

Mark Janowich, REHS 

Erie County Health Department 
 

Food 

Scott Whittaker, REHS                                                                  

Columbus Public Health 
 

Lead 

Greg Putka, REHS 

Lorain County Public Health 
 

Private Water Systems 

MaryBeth Brown 

Franklin County Public Health 
 

Sewage 

Eric Cherry, REHS 

Huron County Public Health 
 

Solid Waste 

Chuck De Jonckheere, REHS 

Hamilton County Public Health 
 

Swimming Pool, Spa, and Special Use Pool 

Thomas Fink, REHS 

Cuyahoga County Board of Health 
 

Vector Control 

Zach Holbert-Watson, REHS 

Franklin County Public Health 
 

Archives 

Melissa Adams, REHS 

Delaware Public Health District 
 

Constitution & By-laws 

Ken Sharkey, REHS, MPH                                                   

Cleveland Department of Public Health 
 

Exhibits 

Shannon Self, REHS 

Delaware Public Health District 

 

Professional Development 

Luke Jacobs, MPH, REHS                                                                        

Columbus Public Health 

Resolutions 

Jennifer Wentzel, MPH, REHS 

Public Health - Dayton & Montgomery County 
 

Website 

Garrett Guillozet, MPA, REHS, AEMT 

Delaware Public Health District 
 

Auditing 

Jennifer Wentzel, MPH, REHS 

Public Health - Dayton & Montgomery County 
 

Awards & Recognition 

Gus Dria, REHS 

Canton City Health Department 
 

George Eagle Scholarship 

Traven A. Wood, MS, REHS 

Licking County Health Department 
 

Membership 

Luke Jacobs, MPH, REHS                                                                        

Columbus Public Health 
 

Public Affairs 

Stephan Ruckman, MPH, REHS 

Worthington Schools 
 

Publications 

Adam R. Howard, MPH, REHS 

Delaware Public Health District 
 

Concentrated Animal Feed Facility 

Jason Menchhofer, MPH, REHS 

Mercer County Health District 
 

Ohio Public Health Advisory Board 

Colton Masters, MPH, REHS                                                   

Mahoning County Public Health 
 

Ohio Public Health Partnership 

Chad Brown, MPH, REHS 

Licking County Health Department 
 

Sewage Treatment System Technical Advisory 

Committee 

Eric Cherry, REHS                                                                       

Huron County Public Health 

OEHA Committees & Chairs 
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