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The object and purpose of the Association shall be the betterment of the health and welfare of mankind through the improvement 

of the environment. This shall be done by sponsoring state and regional meetings and publications,  by developing methods of 

measuring and evaluating achievements in environmental health, the establishment of a central point of reference and education 

material for the membership, the procurement of cooperation with other agencies and organizations, and such other activities as 

will lead to the greater efficiency and professional growth of the membership. 
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Presidentôs Message Paul DePasquale, MPA, R.S. 
Stark County Health Department 

 I recently 

attended the National 

Environmental Health 

Association (NEHA) 

Conference in Grand 

Rapids, Michigan in early 

July and came away from 

it with many positives for 

environmental health and 

our association.  I had the 

opportunity to hear 

Representative Brenda Lawrence (D-Michigan) 

deliver the conference keynote address that had 

some very interesting and encouraging news.  She 

introduced new federal legislation a few months ago 

called the Environmental Health Workforce Act of 

2017.  She stated that this legislation is an important 

step on the journey to ensuring that every American 

family is protected through capable public servants 

who are experts at preventing and responding to 

outbreaks such as a global pandemic. Rep. 

Lawrence believes that to have a strong public 

health system we need a strong environmental 

health workforce.  

 The Environmental Health Workforce Act 

of 2017 will: 

 1. Direct the US Secretary of Health and 

 Human Services (HHS), in conjunction 

 with relevant stakeholders, to develop 

 model standards, guidelines, and 

 technical assistance for credentialing 

 environmental health workers. 

 нΦ Direct HHS to develop a 

 comprehensive environmental health 

 workforce plan that identifies and 

 addresses ways to strengthen the 

 environmental health workforce. 

 3. Direct the Comptroller General of the 

 United States to examine and identify 

 best practices in 6 states related to 

 training and credentialing requirements  for 

 environmental health workers. This report 

will compare the best practices of 3 states that 

currently have credentialing requirements 

(Maryland, Ohio, and Washington) and 3 states that 

do not have such requirements (Michigan, Indiana, 

and Pennsylvania). 

 We all should support this legislation and 

applaud Representative Lawrence for her leadership 

and support of environmental health.  In Ohio, the 

abolishment of the RS Board and the future of the 

Registered Sanitarian and Sanitarian-In-Training 

credentials are issues that many OEHA members 

feel very deeply about.  This federal legislation 

could have an impact on the future of our 

credentials.      

 One of my responsibilities at the conference 

was to attend affiliate meetings with other state 

association presidents and share thoughts, ideas, 

and experiences.  I was very encouraged to find that 

OEHAôs structure, policies, and member 

commitment to the organization is second to none 

and we are in very good shape fellow members.  

However, we can always find areas to improve and 

one of them is membership. 

 We can and should try to increase OEHA 

membership.  Membership currently stands at 545 

members.  This number typically increases as 

people sign up for Fall Conferences.  Usually we 

see an increase of around 30 or more members 

during the conference registration period.  

Currently, there are around 1400 Registered 

Sanitarians and Sanitarians-In-Training in Ohio.  I 

think we can increase our membership to 900, but 

itôs up to each and every one of us to do it.  I 

challenge each member, all 545 of us, to recruit one 

person this year from your office that isnôt a 

member and encourage them to join.  If each one of 

us recruits one, we will exceed our goal and 

beyond. To help in your recruiting efforts, here are 

some benefits to being a member: 

¶ Continuing Education ï advance your career by 

attending educational conferences. OEHA puts 

on five (5) quality conferences a year at a  
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       discounted member rate.  

¶ Ohio Journal of Environmental Health ï is an 

excellent source for timely Ohio EH 

information.  Members receive this journal 4 

times per year. 

¶ Legislative Updates ï OEHA members receive 

e-bulletins with the latest news and action items 

on issues that are critical to environmental 

health. 

¶ President Updates ï members receive e-

bulletins monthly highlighting the most recent 

and relevant EH and OEHA news delivered to 

your email. 

¶ Leadership Development ï OEHA started an 

EH Leadership class last year. 

¶ Be an EH Advocate ï Contribute to OEHAôs 

increasing efforts to be a champion for 

environmental health professionals on vital 

policy and legislative issues by joining an 

OEHA committee or becoming a committee 

chair. 

¶ Connect with other EH professionals ï When 

you become a member of OEHA, you join a 

network of professionals who are committed to 

advancing and protecting the field of 

environmental health. 

 Finally, I would like to leave you with a 

reminder to take advantage of all that OEHA has to 

offer including scholarships, education, professional 

development, and networking. This is your 

association and it is only as good as you make it. 
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 I am privileged to 

be serving as the 

Southeast District 

Director, and with that, 

have been asked to 

provide a brief 

introduction.  I am 

working with our district 

planning committee and 

attending the monthly 

OEHA Board meetings.  

The Board is actively 

engaged in environmental health issues impacting 

our profession and communities, and being 

involved in these issues is an invaluable experience.  

I received my Bachelor of Science in Biology from 

Muskingum University, and Master of Public 

Health from the University of New England.  I 

currently work as an Environmental Health 

Program Manager for Licking County Health 

Department. 

 As the fall season approaches, so too do our 

OEHA district conferences.  The Southeast District 

Planning Committee has been working diligently 

over the past year to plan the upcoming SE 

conference that will be held at the Ohio University 

Inn & Conference Center in Athens.  Feedback 

regarding this conference location has been positive 

from both planning committee members and 

conference attendees, so we decided to have the 

conference here again this year.  Our conference 

agenda includes a wide array of topics spanning 

environmental 

health, including 

a keynote 

speaker 

addressing 

personal safety 

and awareness.  

Registration 

materials for the 

SE district 

conference have 

been sent out, 

and are now 

posted on the OEHA website.  If you have any 

questions about registering for our conference, 

please email me, or another planning committee 

member.  I hope to see you there! 

Featured District Directorôs 
Message - Southeast 

Greg Chumney, MPH, R.S., REHS 
Licking County Health Department 
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Board of Sanitarian Registration Moving to Ohio 
Department of Health 
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 I am honored 

and privileged to serve as 

OEHAôs vice president 

this year.  In addition to 

having a full- time job as 

a sanitarian, I am also 

married with three 

wonderful children;  

Jacob, Gavin, and 

Cecelia at 9yrs, 13yrs, 

and 19yrs old 

respectively.  I am a native resident of Northeast 

Ohio.  With the exception of a few years in Florida, 

I have lived in Ohio all of my life.   

 I received my Bachelors of Science degree 

from Kent State University in 1997.  Over the past 

sixteen years I have been working as a public health 

professional gaining invaluable experience in a 

wide range of environmental health programs.  

 My public health career started at the Akron 

Health Departmentôs Housing Division in 2001.  I 

performed residential housing inspections, 

investigations, education and enforcement activity 

under the City of Akronôs Environmental Health 

Housing Code.  My housing experience at Akron 

really exposed me to the legal process and the 

importance of enforcement.  I prepared and filed 

more than three dozen search warrant and/ or 

complaint affidavits as well as provided expert 

testimony in dozens of court appearances.  I began 

working in the Food Safety and Recreational Water 

programs in Akron in 2009. 

 In January 2011, I began my career at 

Summit County Public Health (SCPH) as a result of 

the merger of three health departments in Summit 

County.  Currently I am a program coordinator for 

the Food Safety and Recreational Water programs 

at SCPH.  I am charged with coordinating 

educational opportunities for our staff and the 

public, program expansion and development, as 

well as special projects in the recreation water and 

food programs.  

 I have also worked in the Water Quality 

programs at SCPH conducting inspections on 

household sewage treatment systems (HSTS) and 

private water systems (PWS). 

 I participated in writing and executing the 

2015 SCPH grant proposal to the National 

Association of County & City Health Officials 

(NACCHO) for the Retail Food Regulatory 

Program Standards, Mentorship Program (Cohort 

5).  This application secured grant funding to 

further our agencyôs progress toward conformance 

with the FDA Retail Food Standards Program.  

 In 2015, I participated in the Ohio 

Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) 

accreditation process to certify the SCPH laboratory 

for microbiological analysis of drinking water.  I am 

also an OEPA accredited water quality analyst 

responsible for performing analysis of potable water 

by MMO-MUG for total Coliform and E.coli using 

Colisure (SM9223-B).  This year, in addition to 

potable water, our lab is testing all of our storm 

water and beach water samples as well.  Our lab is 

beginning an expansion effort to test for Nitrates/

Nitrites and heavy metals in drinking water and I 

am the collaborator in this project. 

 I believe in the value of having diversified 

work experience as I have worked in many EH 

programs.  This varied experience gives me a better 

professional perspective and helps me see the forest 

through the trees.  During my career I have been 

fortunate to work with and be mentored by some of 

the most talented professionals in public health. 

 I am continually impressed with the 

dedicated professionals I have met through this 

organization.  The planning committee and I are 

working hard to prepare for our 2018 AEC on April 

17th & 18th at the Doubletree in Worthington, 

Ohio.  I look forward to seeing you all there! 

Vice Presidentôs Message Treva J. Stetson, R.S., REHS 
Summit County Public Health 
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A Message from the State Board of Sanitarian 
Registration 
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Northwest District Conference  
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Northwest District Conference 
Agenda 
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Northwest District Conference 
Agenda 
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Northeast District Conference 
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Northeast District Conference 
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